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ELF- DEFENCE. 


Elf. Defence being a Doctrine in itſelf ſo 
d eaſy and obvious; and ſo univerſally ac- 
knowledged to be every Man's Right and 
Duty by Nature, it may ſeem ſtrange 
o ſome that the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
great Bleſſing of all Nations, deſigned not to 
mpair, but to improve and perfect our Natures, - 
ould aboliſh any of our natural Privileges, 
particularly that which I am about impartially 
o conſider ; yet this appears evidently to be 
he Caſe; if the Doctrine of not reſſting Evil 
be; as the People called Quakers teach, a real 
riicle of the Chriſtian Religion; : 
It is not only allowed by all other Chriſtian 
Denominations, but even by the &yakers them- 
zhves;that the Defence of our own Property and 
Life is every Man's Right and Duty by the Law 
ff Nature; it is alſo equally evident, that civil 
Government was inſtituted for the Defence and 
decurity of Men's Per ſons and Properties. But 
if the Goſpel has laid open the latter to the I- 
ats, Ravages and Depredations of, ambitious 
wn. and 


2 The Nature and Duty of Self- Defence. 
and evil minded Perſons, Government itſel 
having no OBJECT whereon to be exerciſel 
muſt of courſe be annulled and deſtroyed. 
I Self- Defence be contrary to Chriſtianity; 
fo certainly muſt all Government be, as an In 
ſtitution defigned to e/fabli/h what under ti 
Notion the Goſpel forbids: I am ſenſible thi 
Gentlemen with whom I am pleading, a 
about to plead, do not ſee or admit of this Car 
ſequence, though it be as I think altogethe 
natural and conſpicuous to an unprejudicel 
Mind: My Deſign is therefore to en 
mine thoſe Scripture Aut borities on which thei 
Scruple is founded; and compare their Te 
ſtimony againſt fighting with their ow 
Doctrine of Chriſtian Magiſtracy, for I belien 
theſe #200 Things will be found inconſiſtent with 
each other. | 
The Law of Nature, the Inſtitution an 
End of civil Government, where our civil 
Rights and Privileges ate unjuſtly invaded, i 
clearly on the Side of Self-Defence; bat tha 
ve may be told, that the great Author of Ni. 
ture has reſerved to himſelf a Right to interpifMs" 
and controul the Powers of Nature, in ord 
10 ſerve the Purpoſes of his own Glory and Pri 
vidence; and that in the Caſe now before us, th 
Chriſtianity diveſts us of the Right Nature give 
yet it abundantly ſupplies hi Defect, by at 
immediate and interpoſing Providence, which i 
hath pleaſed the Almighty to ſubſtitute in iu 
Stead of that Power which Nature has given u 
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preſerve our ſelves, and that this is the very 
aſe in regard to Self- Defence. | 

This is a fair and full State of the Argu- 
ent: I have! no Deſign to exclude Gop's 
rovidence, either out of the World, or out 
the Argument. Thoſe who abſolutely ex- 
ude Providence, teach the moſt melancholly 
d uncomfortable Doctrine that can be ad- 
noed. If it was not beneath Deity at the 
| to create, it can be no Diſhonour to in- 
poſe as he ſees meet afterwards. The ſame 
idom and Goodneſs that prompted to Crea- 
dn, muſt neceſſarily prompt to inſpef, ſuper- 
end, repair, and preſerve his Creation; and 
en I hear Men arguing againſt ſuch a Pro- 
dence as is, it inclines me to ſiiſpect them 
little wavering or unſound, in the grand Ar- 


an of all (both of natural and revealed Re- 
chi on) the Exiſtence of an everlaſting Al- 
d, Mabty, and ſupreme Cauſe of Nature. 

the Before I confider the Doctrine of Jeſus 


riſt, from which the 2yakers draw their. 
puments againſt Self-Defence, I ſhall firſt 
mine an Old Teſtament Prophecy, com- 
only urged on this Occaſion; viz. They ſhall 
t their Swords into Plowſhares, and their 
ars into Pruning-hooks, Nation ſhall not life 
Sword againſh Nation, neither ſhall they 


ch i” Mar any more. I cannot perceive how 
te makes againſt Self-Defence, becauſe ſuch 
-n U lorious and peaceable State of the Nations 


together as probable, upon the Scheme of 
-Defence, as it 1s, or can, be, on the contrary. 
| B 2 Doctrine 


whom Fighting and Oppreſſion have alva 


that the /ame Reaſons which ſupport the NY 
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Doctrine of Non-Refſtance, It muſt I thiui ce 


be granted, that among thoſe who hold Self an 


Defence to be confiſtent with Chriſtianity all 


there are many Perſons of meek and peaceabi of 


Spirits, who are (without forſaking the Doe. 
trine of Self-Defence) in the very State the 
Prophecy has reſpect to; who would not, © 
any Account, injure their Neighbour, or dray 
the Sword offenſively, to violate the Propertia 
or enſlave the Perſons of others: From ſuch; 
meek vacific Quarter as this, Menſive War new 
ariſes, and were but every Man brought int 
this Condition of Mind, the Time propheſiedd 
would, «<wzthout embracing this Principle 
the Quakers, be certainly come: The Propheg 
I fay infers no Change of Principle in the be, 
but an entire Reformation of Mind and Ma 
ners amongſt the worſt Sort of Men, fron 


proceeded; and I ſuppoſe when this hapy 
and defireable Time arrives, the Gentlemen 
the Law will be almoſt, if not altogether, 1 
uſeleſs as carnal Weapons: But will that bei 
good Reaſon for laying the Law, in this en 
and corrupt State of Things, entirely afidt 
The Sword, like the Law, is good, if a Ma 
uſe it conſcientiouſly in ſupport of his on 
and the juſt Rights and Liberties of Mankind 
nor does, that I know of, the moſt peaceal 
conſcientious Man alive {cruple to take ti 
Benefit of ſuch good Laws, as were framed i 
ſecure Liberty and Property; and I dare ae 
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The Nature and Duty of Self-Defence. 5 
ceſſity of human Laws, with Penalties annexed, 
and prove them agreeable to Chriſtianity, will 
alſo abundantly prove the /ame thing in behalf 
of drawing the Sword in our own juſt Defence. 

It will be neceſſary, iu order to make this 
the more clearly appear, fr/# to conſider the 
New Teſtament Doctrine of this Matter: Our 
Saviour's Sermon on the Mount, recorded in 
the 5th, 6th, and 7th Chapters of St. Matthew, 
requires ſomething beyond the Moſaic Inſtitu- 
tion, in the ſeveral Inſtances of Adultery and 
Divorce, Swearing, and of Meekneſs, Pa- 
tience, La and Forbearance; a 
Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, more peculiar 
to the Goſpel, better taught by its Precepts, and 
produced by its Power and Energy on the 
Soul, than by any other Syſtem of Reli- 
gion whatever. The Goſpel, though it be 
more ſtri& than the Law, with reſpect to Man 

and Wife, does notwithſtanding, in the extra- 
= ordinary Tuſtance of Adultery, allow of Di- 
vorcement; ſo alſo in the caſe of Fighting, it 
may be fairly preſumed, that the Goſpel, tho 
it requires a meek and forbearing Condition 
and Temper of Mind, does notwithſtanding, 
in Caſes equally extraordinary, admit of the 
Practice of Self-Defence. Our Saviour, in 
Chap. 5. Ver. 38. introduces and inculcates this 
amiable Temper of Mind in the following Man- - 
ner: N have heard that it has been ſaid (un- 
der the Law) an Eye for an Eye, and a Tooth 

for a Tooth; but I fay unto you, that ye refit 
dt Evil; but whoſoever ſhall [mite thee on thy 
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6 The Nature and Duty of Self- Defence. 
right Cheek, turn to bim the other alſo; and if 
any Man will fue thee at Lau, and take away 
thy Coat, let him have thy Cloak alſo; and whe. 
ſoever ſhall compell thee to go a Mile, go with 
him twain ; give to him that aſteth thee, and 
from him that would borrow, furn not thou away, 
Any one may perceive at firſt View, that 
the Doctrine of Non-reſiſtance is built on the 
mere literal Senſe of Verſes 38, 39: But then 
tis equally demonſtrable the following four 
Verſes of not going to Law, of giving and lend. 
ing, are altogether as poſitive and binding in 
themſelves, as the firſt two; which literally un- 
derſtood, abſolutely prohibit all manner of 
Self-Defence; and 'tis eee amazing, un- 
leſs for a ſpecial Reaſon hereaffer to be aſſigned, 
that ſo many Perſons of the brighteſt Penetra- 
tion ſhould. take one Part literally, and fo 
greatly qualify the other, in their Interpreta- 
tions, when the wwhole Paſſage muſt either be 
underſtood literally, or explained figuratively 
in every Part, in ſuch Manner as the Na- 
ture of the Subject ſeems evidently to require, 
Is my Perſon by this Doctrine expoſed to all 
Inſults and Abuſes; muſt I quit my own Abi- 
lity to defend myſelf, in Obedience to this 
Precept and Command; am I in fo doing alto- 
gether as ſafe under the Care and Providence 
of God, as though I adhered to the Law and 
Dictates of Nature; and does not the ſame 
Authorities as poſitively command me never to 
go to Law in my own juſt Defence; but in- 


ſtead of defending myſelf againſt the moſt vile 


and 
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The Nature and Duty of Self- Defence. 7 
and unjuſt Action, or Treſpaſs, not only fit 
down tamely with the Loſs, but to him that 
ſues me unjuſtly and wickedly, give voluntarily 
and generouſly as MUCH MORE as he ſued me 
for? This theText, literally taken, requires poſi- 
tively of Chriſtians: . The Authority is the 
ſame in both Caſes, of fighting and going to 
Law; and the Providence of God equally ap- 
plicable and ſerviceable: Why then do theſe 
Gentlemen underſtand the jr/# Literally, and 
explain the latter in a figurative Senſe, and 
with proper Limitations: It would indeed be 
2 wretched Caſe, in the Inſtance which the 
Text puts, of ſuing a Man at Law for his 
Coat, for that Man to be obliged to give him 
that ſues his Coat and his Cloak too; nay, ac- 
cording to the plain Words of the Text, a Man 
of wicked and baſe Principles need not be at 
any Expence of Law, with ſuch a Chriſtian 
tis only making an igſolent and peremptory De- 
mand, and he cannot refuſe him; Give to him 
that aſeeth thee, and from him that would borrow 
turn nof thou away: There are many ſubſtan- 
tial Men among the 2yakers, who, were they 
to conform HArictiy and literally to the Injunction 
of Giving and Lending, would ſoon be impo- 
veriſhed, and made Needy themſelves, by the 
conſtant Demands of worthleſs and indigent 
Perſons ; ſuch a Chriſtian might have a Levee 
of Beggars and Borrowers every Morning at 
his Houſe, as great as a Miniſter of State: 
though *tis well if ſome Perſons do not fall as 
much ſhort of their Obedience to this Pre- 
5 a cept 
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| abound in the other of not reſiſting Evil. Now 


allow, that the Text does not as Chriſtian 


ſelves and Families. It ſhould ſeem reaſonable 


Lending, though both are poſitively required, 


8 The Nature and Duty of Self-Defence, 
cept of Giving and Lending, as they ſuper: 


why ſhould 2he Perſon be expoſed to all Inſults 
and Abuſes, any more than the Pocket to even 
Aſter or Borrower? Theſe Men themſelve 


oblige them both to give and lend, without ha- 
ving regard to the Merits or Wants of the Aſer 
or Borrower, or even to our own Circumſtan- 
ces; but that Both and all theſè are to be takn 
into the Queſtion, and due Regard had to out. 


then, that if Zheſe Texts do not oblige me t0 
give and lend at the mere Pleaſure of the Aſer 
or Borrower, nor to forbear going to Law u 
my own juſt Defence, to keep my Coat and my 
Cloak too; neither can the other, which forbid 
Self-Defence, be deſigned to expoſe my Peron 
to the Inſults and Abuſes of wicked and un- 
reaſonable Men, whenever they may be ple 
ſed to afflict me cauſeleſsly. If by Giving and 


be only underſiood a merciful and benevolent 
Diſpoſition of Soul, ready and willing to aflil 
and comfort the Poor and the Needy; if by 
not going to Law, be only meant that Chi- 
ſtians ſhould ſtudy to be harmleſs, meek, quiet, 
and peaceable, and in many Inſtances ſuffe 
ſome Wrong, and give up a Part of real Pi 
vilege, rather than be embarraſſed in Law witl 
an envious, wicked, and unjuſt Man; and m 
that we are hence debarred from uſing tht 
Law at all, or from a juſt Care to retail 

T1 | thereby 


The Nature and Duty of Self- Defence. g 
hereby what we poſſeſs for ourſelves and Fa- 
lies; wi v, I humbly defire to be informed, 
uud not the Injunction which obliges me not to 
fiſt Evil, be CONFINED to a meek, merci- 
|, forgiving, and forbearing Diſpoſition, to 
dear or paſs by, as far as 7s poſſible or convenient, 
| Sorts of Injuries and Abuſes? and not that 
ereby we are made ſubject, and continually 
xpoſed to every Inſult and Abuſe that may 
all to our Lot in this wicked World, 
Our Saviour, in the very next Chapter, re- 
quires with the ſame Strictneſi, certain Things 
t our Hands, which even theſe Gentlemen 
nterpret with the ſame proper Limitations, as 
do the reſt of Mankind; viz. That we ſhould 
ake no Thought for the Morrow; for our Lives, 
r for what we ſhall eat and drink; that God, 
who cloaths the Lilies, and feeds the Sparrows, 
will abundantly provide for his Children, who 
are much better than many Sparrows, This is 
fitively ſpoken, and, if literally taken, excludes 
ALL human Care and Induſtry ; that we ſhould 
be as fofally dependent on the Providence of 
0D, as are the Sparrows; nay, as are even the 
nanimate Lillies themſelves; and yet all this 
now generally allowed to mean 79 more than 
that we ſhould not be over anxious about 
worldly Affairs, or put our Truſt in uncertain 
Riches; but in the Words of Chriſt, 7 ſeek 
r/t the Kingdom of Heaven and his Righteouſ- 
neſs, and other Things ſhall be added: This 
veeking firſt, &c. is not to be underſtood fo 
much in Order of Time, as Preference. Every 
temporal 
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temporal Duty does well conſiſt with Religion, 
and a due Care of our Souls; nay, fo far ar 
they from jarring or claſhing with each other, 
that Religion requires from all het Votaries 1 
_ moſt punctual and exact Compliance with mon 
Duties; and 'tis a great Scandal to the Cauſe du 
of Chriſtianity, when the Men of this Mori 
who act principally on a Bottom of Inter 
and Honour, excell in the Practice of moni 
Duties the profeſſed Followers of » Jeſus; 
amongſt which Duties, ſuch an Induſtry an 
Care, as is requiſite to provide for ourſelvai# 
and Families, is none of the leaſt. It my 
be worth while to reflect in what Abhorrenc 
and Contempt, Men who were negligent ij 
this Duty were held formerly by an infpirel 
Apoſtle of Chriſt: He that will not work ſhul 
not eat; Whoſoever provides not for his own N. 
mily, hath denied the Faith, and is worſe thn 
an Infidel, Hence tis plain, that though the 
Scripture ſeems to require an abſolute Deper 
dence on Gop's Providence, yet fit Means ar 
not excluded; all wife and good Men tak 
ſome Care and Thought for the Morrow, 'ts 
their Duty ſo to do, and the Providence 
Gop co-operates, and accompanies with 
Bleſſing the Uſe of fit and proper Means 
It was fo formerly, under the Moſaic Inſtitu- 
tion; when the Jews went forth to Battle, ac: 
cording to the Mind of Gop, he accompanid 
their Armies, and gave them Succeſs; ſo that 
fighting in a good Gau is in itſelf uo more in. 
conſiſtent with ſuch a Dependence on 1 7 
Yew : | | enc | 
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dence, as the true Chriſtian has a Right to ex- 
pect, than human Diligence and Induſtry in pro- 
curing Food and Raiment; the ame Provi- 
dnce which gives Succeſs to our Care and In- 
duſtry for the Support of Life, may as rea- 
inably accompany and proſper the Sword that 
js drawn in Defence of every Thing dear and 
valuable, againſt wicked and unreaſonable Men: 
Providence, tis true, 7s not confined to human 
or external Means, but can inſtantanecuſiy and 
invifibly accompliſh his Purpaſes without them; 
the few or many, or indeed none at all, make 
no Difference with him, to whom all Things 
are ſubject and poſſible. This I take to be a 
rational Account of the Matter, and that this 
Text, whereon the Quakers found their Doc- 
trine; ought in all Reaſon and Juſtice to be 
taken in the ſame limited Senſe as the others, 
which forbid going to Law, command both 
to give and to lend, that prohibit abſolutely 
ll Care and Thought for the Morrow; be- 
cauſe tis a Phraſeology of Scripture, uſual in 
both Caſes, and there is manifeſtly the {ame 
Reaſon to interpret them all exactly alike, 
The Precepts we have been examining 
eam were, in the Opinion of ſome, peculiarly ad- 
it deſed to the Apoſtles themſelves; but I ſhall 


wave that, and proceed to another Scripture, 


uſually alledged by the Qualers, viz. Our Sa- 
viour's Anſwer to Pilate on his Examination; 
ini Kingdom is not of this World, elſe. would 
7 Servants fight, that I ſhould not be deli- 
dered to the Jews, Now in what Manner 
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this proves their Point, that all Fighting is for. li 


bid by Chriſtianity, I profeſs I. do not ſee : Con. 
ſider with what Intent Chriſt came into the 
World, and the Nature of that Kingdom he 
was manifeſted to eſtabliſh : He came to preach 
entance and Remiſſiun of Sins, and he die 
for Mankind, in order to eſtabliſh a fpiritu 
Dominion over Sin in the Soul : Now Fighting 
could have no Tendency to promote, in the mij 
immediate Senſe, the Intereſt of this ſpiritul 
Kingdom; it would in this ſpecial Cap 
have been defeating and fruſtrating, as is ge. 
nerally taught, the main End and Deſign d 
his coming into the World; and thoug 
one of his Diſciples ſnewed a Forwardneſs to 
tand on the defenſive, it was contrary to Chriſt! 
Approbation, and would, if encouraged, han 
been wholly impertinent for the Eſtabliſhment 
of Chriſt's Kingdom: But this Precept, a 
Words of the Text, are /o far from a Poſſ. 
bility of being drawn out for a general Ex 
ample,” that the very Reverſe, viz. that i 
it our Duty to defend ourſelves, may eaſi) 
be drawn from this Text, for how dos 
it follow, that becauſe Chriſt's Spiritual King: 
dom in the Heart cannot be eſtabliſhed by the 
outward Sword, that Zherefore Self-Defence 
muſt be unlawful and antichriſtian in Believer 
in order to ſupport their temporal Rights and 
Privileges, as Members of a temporal Kingdom. 
When Chriſt fays, if his Kingdom were of thi 
World bis Servants would fight, his Meaning 
muſt I think be, that they might rea/enally 0 
2 4 p! 
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0% y have employed Force to defend him 


therein; for they being worldly and carnal, in 
their Expectations of a temporal Kingdom, 
would even then, had there been a Probability 
of ſucceeding, have fought for him : We then 
having a temporal King, and being Members or 
Subjefts of a worldly Kingdom, may very rea- 
ſonably, according to this plain Conceſſion of our 
Saviour, fight for our King, and for our own 
Rights and Privileges, as being all outward, 
worldly, and temporal. : 
We ſee alſo how the Apoſtles, after they 
became perfectly acquainted with the Nature of 
Chriſt's Spiritual Kingdom, fought bravely in 
its Defence, with ſuch /þ;ritual Weapons, as 
were ſuitable to promote and defend it : To 
fight for the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt, would 
be juſt as abſurd as to commence a Law-ſuit 
with the ſame View; will it therefore follow, 
that a reaſonable Uſe of the Law can never be- 
come a true Chriſtian ? f 
Religion is one Thing, and Human Society 
with its Privileges quite another; one is more 
immediately in Gop's Hand, the other in great 
meaſure left to the Wiſdom and Economy of 
Man: and of this Diſtinction, ſo eaſily de- 
ducible from theWords of our Saviour, St. Paul 
himſelf was abundantly ſenſible. He declares 
indeed (but this Declaration had Reſpe& only 
to Chriſt's Spiritual Kingdom) that the Weapons 
of their Warfare were not Carnal, but Spiritual. 
He, I fay, was fully ſenſible of the Difference 
between Chriſt's Kingdom, and an outward or 
| | | temporal 
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temporal Kingdom, as wall preſently appey 
It has often been charged, and falſiy chary 
too, on the Quakers, that they have allegerijpl 
away the Lutter of the Scripture; but the! 
count I am going to lay before you, whid 
St. Paul gives of the End and Inſtitution ( 
Civil Government, the ready Aſſent the Qa. 
yield to it, and the Submiſſion they pay 1hemij 
to that other Text in St. Matthew (which n 
certainly in its literal Senſe quite oppoſite to th 
Doctrine of St. Paul) will, I am perſuade 
prove an Exceſs of Regard in the Quaker: i 
the literal Senſe of Scripture. EY 
The Civil Magiſtrate, St. Paul aſſures us, 
the Miniſter of Gop, ſet up by his Auths 
rity to be a Terror to evil Doers, and a Prail 
to them that do well; that he is Gop's Min: 
ſter, attending continually on this very Thing Hg 
and that we ought to ſubmit and be obedien 
not only for Fear, but for Conſcience Sake 
This is not only expreſs and poſitive in itil 
but 70, Men the Service and Benefit of the In 
ſtitution is ſo very obvious, that the Qualm 
_ themſelves have admitted it in its full Fort 
and Extent; not only as good Subjects in Eng: 
land, but abroad as wiſe Legiſlators : For il 
Penſylvuania a Civil Power or Magiſtracy ws 
erected by Mr. William Penn, and this Civ 
Adminiſtration has ever fince been more d 
leſs in the Hands of Quakers, and ſafe Hani 


they are, as Experience teſtifies, to be truſteſſi e 
with Power: Tho' in the mean time, nothing 
can be I think more plain than this, that Cal 

| | Poue 
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Power, as taught by St. Paul, is directhy 
to Chriſt's Doctrine of not reſiſting Bil: A 
rake the Precept in St. Matthew, and this 
W:7rine of St. Paul, both in a literal Senſe, 
Wind they amount to an abſolute Cuntradiction; 
ad any Man alive may be challenged to ſhew the 
Wontrary. The Precept in St. Matthew roRBI DS 
elf- Defence; but the Power of the Magi- 
Nacy, ſaid to be ordained of Gop, allows and 
ynmands it, and was inſtituted for that very 
Purpoſe : It puniſhes every Crime according to 
ſuſtice, and in /ome Caſes reſiſts unto BL ooD ; 
ind what does Self-Defence do more; are not 
eth eſtabliſhed on the /ame Principles, and 
upported by the ſame Arguments? nay, tis 
lain, that defenſive Fighting 1s INCLUDED 
nthe very Nature of Civil Government, and 
hat in many Inſtances, Government itſelf 
amt ſubſiſt without fighting. Government 
admitted for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, 
ay goes the literal Meaning of the Precept 
Wn St. Matthew, on which the Doctrine of Non- 
Welſtance is founded: For, the Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice in a legal Way is to reſiſt Evil in the 
uleſt and compleateſt Manner, by the Conſent 
Ex. of all Sorts of Chriſtians: Inſtead of ſubmut- 
or ing tamely to the Will and Violences of wicked 
vag Men, it brings all who offend to condign Pu- 
Cui mſbment ; it takes away Life for the publick 
re Good: and what does fighting in our own 
Defence do more; is there any material Diffe- 
rence between killing a Man with an Ax or a 


thug Halter, or a Sword or ork ? 1 
Gu If 
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If Civil Government, as laid down 
St. Paul, be agreeable to Chriſtianity, let u 
inquire if ſome Kind of Fighting be not inclu- 
ded therein, and eſſential in ſome Inſtances to 
its very Being and Preſervation, and to the ei 
Good of Society depending thereon ; nay, great 
Force may be, and often has been, eſſential to 

eſerve Government againſt Tumults and Inſur- 
rections. If a fingle Man ſhould take it in hi 
Head to rob me on the Highway, contrary to 
Law, my Reſiſting, in order to prevent him, i 
altogether as juſtifiable as the Cognizance the Lay 
takes, and the Puniſhment it inflifts. For, with. 
out Reſiſtance or Purſuit, and Seizing Offender 
by Force, the Laws could never be duly exe- 
cuted; any Man, offending againſt the Laws d 
his Country, may flee from Juſtice, and tan 
on the defenſive with a dangerous Weapon i 
his Hand, and poſſibly will not be taken alive 
This is reſiſting the whole Authority of the 
Law, and conſequently his Death, ſhould he 
be ſlain, will lay at his own Door, thougl 
poſſibly his Puniſhment, had he ſubmitted v 
Juſtice, might have been far leſs ſevere. If 1 
few unarmed diſaffected Perſons ſhould 7:00 
aſſemble in the Streets, ſpeak Treaſon againſt tl 
King, and abuſe his good Subjects, twill be 
eaſy enough to overpower them without al 
armed Force, and the Law may have its Way 
without much Difficulty; but ſuppoſe now, 
(as it has really been the Caſe in all Nations d 
the Earth) that ſeveral Thouſands of armel 
Villains ſhould aſſemble together with ful 

Reſolutidl 
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t wſcolution to bverturn that Government to 
clu- Which they ought to ſabmit; and to murder 


ddeſtroy, and ſhed innocent Blood; does or cart 


s t 
the cir Number exempt them from the Juriſdiction 
rea the Law, more than a fmgle Thief or Mur- 


rer is exempted from it: Who will fay this? 
t bow or in what Manner, without an equal 


be ſperror Force, ſhall they be withſtood ? That 
y toll in plain Terms, Men in Arms muſt be ſent 
n, inſt them; and this alſo is Jaſtifiable on the 
Lay ne Reaſons for which the Law would puniſh 
ith- em when taken into Cuſtody; and if Civil 


ziftracy muſt be ſupported by Force againſt 
e ſeu or many of its own Subjects, revolting 
dm their Obedience into open Rebellion, what 
ter Title has a foreign Enemy 'to diſturb the 


„ inet and Repoſe of a People, who give them 

lie Umbrage, but defire to lead honeſt and 
the aceable Lives, free from Wars and Commo- 

d bes? The fame Reaſon is again applicable here 

oro, and if poſſible, with redoubled Force, We 

xd ue had before our Eyes a recent Inſtance, 


d melancholly to be ſoon forgotten, of a 
at Number of armed Rebels, aided by fo- 
n Force and Policy; and who, but the 
ms faithful Subjects, and our beſt Friends, 
vented their coming even to this Metropolis, 
m ſeiging and ravaging the whole King- 
m, if not from maſſacreing all, or the grea- 
Part of its Proteſtant Inhabitants? Our 
Ws muſt at leaſt have been deſtroyed; our 
berties taken away; our Perſons enſlaved ; 
every thing put into Diſorder and Confu- 
- Db ion, 


ation 
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ſion, terrible beyond Imagination! If a g 
Magiſtracy is ever to be ſupported, tis c 
tainly worthy of it in ſuch a trying Seaſon; 
this: Some will object, We ought to caſt a 
whole Care on Divine Providence; but uh 
this, more than in any other Circumſtance h 
forementioned, muſt Reſiſtance be unlaufi 
or why do we enact any Laws at all, or «i 
put them into Execution; would not Goy 
Providence be ſufficient without them? If 
frame and execute Laws be not inconſiſte 
with the Will of Gop, but expre/sly approul 
if not appointed by him, it can never be offi 
Duty to fit ſtill and fee theſe. Laws tramp 
upon and deſtroyed: he, I think, who uſes 
ligently the Power he already hath for the 
taining any good End, 7s in the Nature a 
| Reaſon of Things much better entitled to 
further Aſſiſtance from Providence, than 
who, having already Power in himſelf, ſh 
refuſe to exerciſe it, and expect the whole Hd 
or Aſſiſtance from the Hand of Gop; 
aſking a ſecond Help, while we act as thoug 
we deſpiſed the firſt; and let all ſuch conſid 
how. ſuch an &conomy would operate 
288 Diligence and Induſtry in temporal A 
1 5 
Another Thing ſometimes pleaded by tit 
People, is the Doctrine of the Apoſtle Jami 
viz. From whence come Wars and Fight 
among you ; come they not from your own Luſi 
ye ſeek, and defire to have: As this evident 
reſpects the Source or Beginning of Wars, wh 


ta 
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E ke their Riſe in Avarice and Ambition, 
9 ongſt the wort Sort of Men, always uneaſy 
on Wd diſcontented with their own Lot in Life; 
13 ch being the Temper deſcribed in the Text, 
5 pores not in be leaſt againſt the Practice of 


Defence, about which the Apoſtle ſays not 
fingle Word, but only deſcribes the Origin 
W Commencement of what may be called of- 
ſve Fighting. A certain great, and indeed 
Wiicious Apologiſt for the Doctrines of the 
lers, is pleaſed to obſerve, that when the 
ry among other Sorts of People came to 
quire of John the Baptiſt what they ſhould 
=, Part of his Anſwer was, Do Violence to 
Man ; which this great Writer ſeems to 
Ink equivalent with an abſolute Prohibition of 
gr, it being hard to perceive how War ſhould 
ft without Violence: But may not this 
lence be underſtood, 1/7, of offenſive War, 
2dy, that when an Enemy is by the For- 
eof War entirely in our Power, to fave 
eeſtroy, Soldiers ſhould then U. humane and 
ring of Mens Lives; or zahy, It may be 
lerſtood of thoſe private Plunders, Pilla- 
and Ravages, which common Soldiers are 
liable to be found in. It cannot, I think, 
Wy admit of the Senſe this great Apologiſt 
on it; for another Part of the Anſwer 


ate 0 


al A 


7 in the Baptiſt gave them, was, To be con- 

phtin with their. Wages; which is not only a ta- 

Lu Approbation of the Lawfulneſs of their 

aden erk, but ſeems ſtrongly to point to private 
Als and Depredations. a 


D 2 It 


20 The Nature and Duty of Self- Defence. 
It has been perhaps imagined by ſome, thy 
the Cruelty and Abuſe, which more or les at 
tends War, is Argument ſufficient to diſcar 
it: War is for this Reaſon, I confeſs, a wy 
terrible and undeſirable State; but would it nd 
be more terrible to remain quiet and unoppoſin 
under the horrid Murders, Ravages and De 
vaſtations of execrable, abandoned Villain 
The Abuſe is no Argument againſt the Pra 
tice, It were indeed to be ardently wiſhe 
that all States and Kingdoms. would be e 
treme cautious how they engage in War, at 
newer do it but upon the moſt juſtifial 
Grounds; and then (ſhould they ſucceal 
never keep it alive one Moment longer tha 
| Mercy and Fuftice, for the Good of the What 
require at their Hands: The Abuſes If 
again can never be Reaſon ſufficient for layin 
War aſide, becauſe this would be (not onh 
foregoing a natural Right) but bring on 
MUCH GREATER Evil in its room. 
As in the Diſpenſations of Divine Corte 
tions, ſuch as Famine and Peſtilence, Fc. tit 
Innocent and Guilty ſuffer in this World t 
gether ; So has War wery often the Jame fn 
miſcuous Effects. It is true, and it is a ver 
great Pity, that ſometimes, in order to graiif 
the Avarice and Ambition of a Angle Empent 
or Monarch, a Sea of innocent Blood has bet 
ſhed: Such Wretches are the Plagues and Pei 
of the World, and are much fitter for Slow 
than Rulers; they deſerve neither Royalty 10 
Power ; but merit Puniſhment, and the mo 
abject Conditions i wink, Then 
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There is one excellent Book indeed, 'which 
may ſeem to deſerve particular Notice, it being 

zs-I think the only one that has any thing which 


1 wer looks like Argument on this Subject, viz. 4 


it nal 
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1 diſpenſing with the Precept of Chriſt. 


Defence of Qyakeriſm, by Joſeph Belle, in Auſiver 
6h a Preſervative againſt Quakeriſm, written by 
Patrick Smith, Vicar of Great- Paxton, in Hun- 
tingtonſhire, Perhaps I have already ſaid 
enough to confute what this Gentleman has 
pleaded againſt Self-Defence ; but as a particu- 
4 Notice of this critical Piece may be more 
agreeable to ſome Readers, I ſhall conſider diſ- 
tinZlyevery thing he urges, that may ſeem to be 
ww or material. 

In Anſwer to the Vitor' 8 Interpretation of 
the Precept 1 in ot, Matthew, Mr. Beſſe, p.219. 
obſeryes: 

« Thus cons "i play upon o our Saviour' s Pre- 
© cept with Words of uncertain Signification, 
* ſuch as all tolerablè Injuries. Who can ſet- 
* tle the Meaning of thoſe Terms? Mbat In- 
* juries are they which a violent and furious 
4% Man will adn? to be tolerable, Sc? 

; Anſiver, The violent and furious Man is nor 

fit to judge aright of the Extent of this 

Precept, but a meek and reaſonable Man 
may pretty nearly judge and diſtinguiſn be- 
tween thoſe Injuries which are it, and 
thoſe which are nor ſit to be endured. 
Lt our Adverſary inform us what Degree 
* of Intereſt that is, which will warranta Man's 


 Anfever, 
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' Anſwer. No Intereſt will warrant Fhis: By 
here the Qyeſton is either evaded or begged, 
the Precept zt/elf is readily admitted, but 
the Extent of it, whether it be literal o 
figurative, is the very Point in Queſtion, 
and the Thing to be debated. 
That may be an 7nconfiderable Intereſt to 
* one Man, which to another may be hi 
«a W907 4 
Anſiver. Why then the rich Man may very . 
often give up that peaceably, which the 
poor Man cannot ſpare; their Difference 
in Circumſtances will, in many Caſes, be 
Reaſon ſufficient for a Difference in Be- 
haviour: Tis a little ſurpriſing this Gen- 
tleman ſhould require a Criterion or Stan. 
dard to meaſure exactiy all Mens Forbear- 
ance by, when in 70 ſimilar Caſe, where 
Mens outward Circumſtances are various, 
can ſuch a Criterion be eſtabliſhed, with- 
out doing greater Injury to one Man than 
to another. Human Reaſon therefore, ac- 
companied with a Goſpel Spirit of Meek- 
neſs, muſt form the beſt Judgment it 
can, to act ſuitably to the Cireumſtance 
Man 1s under; which I take to be a much 
wiſer Method than to throw away a/! 
Self-Defence and Security, becauſe we 
cannot eſtabliſh a Criterion that will ſuit 
every Man, and fix preciſely the Extent 
of the Precept: In moſt other Caſes ſuch 
a Procedure would be reckoned abſurd 
and unreaſonable, 


ce Bat 
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e But this Manner of Diſcourſe is attended 
bu with another Abſurdity; it ſuppoſes Chriſt 
Ado enjoin the leſſer Degrees of Chriſtian Vir- 
ion . tue, but not the greater: For Inſtance, Pa- 

H tience is a Chriſtian Virtue; our Opponent 
admits thatChriſt's Precept obliges us to ſuffer 
pi Ml © patiently all tolerable Injuries, but that he 

ches not reſtrain his Followers from going to 
« Law to defend ſome conſiderable Intereſt, This 
« is contrary to Reaſon, and the Nature of 
*< Chriſt's unlimited Precept, which that Man 
WW bf obſerves, who. practiſes in the Higbeſt 
Degree the Virtue recommended. If tis a 
«* Virtue to bear a little Affront, tis certainly 
«* a larger Degree of that Virtue to bear a 
« greater, &c. ; (OE EL HEN 8 1 
. Anſwer. Here our Saviour's Precept is at 
once affirmed to be unlimited, and that 
going to Law to defend ſome conſiderable 

Intereſt, is an _ expreſs Violation of it, 

though the Quakers make no .Scruple to 

ſhelter themſelves and Properties under 
the Law. Hou many Applications to 

Parliament have they paid, and-retained 

Council to plead for; has not this been 
done by them as a Bop v? And ſurely this 
s inconſiſtent with this Gentleman's Ac- 
count of Chr:/?'s. unlimited Precept; nor 
does the Limitation have before ſo much 
pleaded for, in the Interpretation of this 
Precept, at all ſuppoſe Chriſt to injoin the 

leſſer, rather than the greateſi Degrees 4 
+ _ Chriſtian Virtue; though Mr. Beſſe has fo 
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 ingeniouſly worked up that Matter, as tg 
make an incautiousReader believe 2 For, 
yery Virtue, catried beyond à cerrai 
Piteb, loſes its Nature, and becoriies Vice; 
51149 Gibrng and Lending are Virtues! and com- 
e in the ' fame unlimited Manner; 
e yet if a Man of a T houſand Pound 
per Aumum, and d larg: Family, * ſhould 
beſtow as much on the Poor as his Neigh- 
bour, Who is poſſeſſed with ble hi 
Income, can conveniently jpare, Re goes 
Vl beyond the Bounds of Virtue - it des not, 
- _ properly and Krit. ealing, convert the 
Vi a AS into Vice, but whaterier is gi- 


4 r beyond that which: can be _ 


_ without inſuring himſelf and Fa am1 ly, | 
þ "Far from being virtuous, that tis in 
itſelf wrong and vicious © Suppoſe my 
Eſtate will admit of fparing One Hundred 
Pon Year tothe ther” this will be the 

"Extent my Virtue can riſe to in giwing 

If T'go beyond, 1 db not carry the Virtue 

= "bible; but commence: vicious: all Vir- 

tues have their Bounds: Our own Con- 
Aion in Life will in many Caſes enable 
us to fix their proper Extent, While ! 
beſtow on the Poor what I can conveni- 
entliy ſpare, I do a good Dee; but when 
1 g Peyend, and beftow on the Poor 
What my own Family have a much Better 

+ *Title to, Tam, properly gg, robbing 

© my Family, nber than feeding the Poor 

T c the Needy. The Poor we ſhould 
Corn en pity 
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pity and affijt, but curſelves and Fami- 
lies are molt immediately and principally 
to be regarded. n 
Ihe Caſe is the ſame with reſpect to 
bearing every Inſult and Abuſe: A Man 
on the pacific Principle, as Mr. Beſſe re- 
preſents it, may ſtand ſtill and be mur- 
dered by any Scoundrel or Villain; but 
ſure, if tis lawful to take care of Pro- 
perty, it muſt be of Life: There is a 
certain or proper Degree of Patience and 
Forbearance to be exerciſed, beyond which 
we cannot go, without giving too great 
Licence and Encouragement to the Abuſer. 
Tourbearance is the firſt Good we ought in 
many Caſes to return for Evil; but that 
carried to a certain Pitch (though a Man 
keep his Mind cool and ſedate all the 
while) another Kind of Good ought to be 
returned for Evil: Bodily Chaſti[ement, 
or the Correction of the Law, is ſome- 
times the greuteſt Good that can be re- 
turned for Evil; it teaches the Offender 
to know and to do better for the future, 
and is an Example of Juſtice which de- 
ters others from the like Practices; and 
let this Gentleman ſay how, on bis No- 
tion of an unlimited Precept, the Law can 
be any more than a mere Noſe of Wax. 
Should a Villain murder my Wife and 
Children before my Face, I muſt peace- 
ably acquieſce, and ſuffer him to eſcape, 
and his Villainy go unpuniſbed: But the 
— oo Truth 
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| Truth is, Forbearance as well as Giving 
Lending may be carried to an Exceſs, a 
once got beyond its due Bounds, the 85 
ders of Vice are entered upon, and 
Action continued, takes another Nam 
and another Nature: The Welfare of 
Man's Family is greatly dependent on | 
moderate Patience and Forbearance, 4 
abſolute and unreſiſting Submiſſion to ever 
Villain, may be the maiming or murde 
ing of the beft Men alive, whoſe Fami 
(to ſay nothing of himſelf ) may ſuf 
as much this Way as by bro Gin 
ing or Lending. Patience and Forbes 
ance, carried fo far, become a Kind d 
criminal Indulgence to the Follies, tit 
Vices, and Wickedneſs of Men. 
«© Page 221. Let us intreat the Vicar, whe 
*“ he ſhall re-conſider this Paragraph, co 
** cerning Forgiveneſs, to bear alſo in Mm 
that Petition of the Lord's-Prayer, Forgi 
<< ug orrr Debts as we forgive our Detrors, an 
he- will eaſily obſerve, what a lamentab 
*© -Confequence muſt attend reſtricting the la 
* ter Part of that Expreſſion to znconfid kdera 
“ Debts and Treſpaſſes. 
Anſwer. It has pleaſed the Divine Bein 
very w/ely to order, that Forgiveneſs a 
his Hand ſhould, in ſame Sort, depend 
on our extending the fame God-like Bb 
nevolence to our Jubmiſſroe offending 
Brethren; for, tho' a Man's Petition be i 
all other 'Reſpetis worthy of 9 Drom 
1 Acce plant, 
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Acceptance, ſave only the forgiving his 
own Enemies, yet this Temper alone 
will render Prayer abortzve and ineſfectual. 
But ſure it does not follow, that if we 
orgive, we cannot reſiſt Evil: Our own 
and the public Good may make Reſiſtance 
neceſſary, and Chriftian Forgiveneſs may 
be afterwards extended: Nay, and even 
during Reſiſtance, no Hatred or Enmity, 
except to the Vice itſelf, may dwell in 
the Soul. Nor again does it follow, that 
Forgiveneſs is here required to be nli- 
mited; or that it may not be extended be- 
yond due Bounds; or, that forgiving all 
the Treſpaſſes committed againſt us, infers 
the /ame Forgiveneſs from Gop for our- 
ſelves. The Treſpaſſes committed againſt 
us may be few, while our own Sins and 
Treſpaſſes againſt Gop and our Neighbour, - 
may be many and enormous; how then 
will our paſſing by a few, intitle us to an 
| 6bſolute Remiſſion of our many and grie- 
vous Offences: To think ſo, is wantoning 
with the Divine Mercy, and ſetting 700 - 
low a Price on a Bleſſmg of the moſt in- 
valuable Nature. 'The Meaning there- 
fore of the Petition ſeems to be, That 
if we forgive our offending Brethren, all 
| Offences that ought to be forgiven, our 
beavenly. Father will do the like by us, if 
not confer an additional Bounty, Good 
Men may. be. greatly offended, and evilly 
treated in this World, have many: and 
„ great 


28 The Nature and Duty of Self Defence. 
| great Offences committed againſt them 
while their own Faults may be ſelan 
and few; mult they in every Caſe forgin 
all Offences committed againſt themſelvyg 
before they can expect their own few u 
be remitted? Suppoſe the beſt Chrijin 
alive has a Wife and ſeveral Children, my 
of whom is grown up to mature Age, b 
had all poſſible Care and Kindneſs he 
ſtowed on him, and yet, from one St 
of Wickedneſs to another, becomes {4 
length ſo extremely hardened and obdurat, 
as to murder his Mother, his Brothers al 
Siſters; is his Father any more bound i 
forgive entirely this Wretch, before Pra 
can be offered acceptably, than our he 
venly Father himſelf will forgive a darn 
deliberate Blaſphemer againſt his own Hi 
Spirit? The Truth is, though the H. 
vine Patience and Forbearance may be, au 
frequently is, carried to an amazing ai 
merciful Extent, yet it has Bounds, an 
thoſe who continue chinately to offen 
againſt it, ſhall feel and ſuffer the U. 
vine Vengeance proportzonate to their hai 
and impenitent Hearts: Our Duty there 
fore of Forgiveneſs cannot reaſonably i 
extended beyond the grand and ſuprem 
Exemplar of all; if his Patience ves mt 
always laſt, neither can ours be expeCtil 
to hold out in ſome extremely wicked an 
provoking Caſes, where Patience woul 
rather be a Crime than a Virtue; thoug 
- We 


1e 
te 
ce 
ie 
tt 
ec 
tt 
te 
te 
et 
te 
te 


(c 
"4 


[ 
l 
1 
' 
40 
| 
* 
' 
Wh 
* 
y 
| 
1 
N | 
if 
- 
0 
id 
oF 
4 


— — SR) * > oe Ss Wy — - 
— — A w wy — 2 — — — —— 
* — — 3 — o "gr 
— — er ———— — —n— — — 4 — 
. 


* 


The Nature and J Duty of Self- W 29 


we ought in the Main, by conferring Be- 
nefits on the Evil and the Good, ta de- 
monſtrate the near Relation we bear to 
our Father that is in Heaven. | 


© Page 221, To our Opponent's Query: 
Dies not Chriſt ſay his Kingdom is not of t is 
* World, or elſe his Servants would fight for 
te Him; and dies it follow therefore, that his 
« Servants are not to fight? We anſwer, that 
« ſuch a Concluſion — plainly follow from 
the Premiſes; and that his (the Yicar's). 
« ſaying, But he plainly ſuppoſes, that if bis 
« Kingdom had been a worldly Kingdom, his 
« Servants would and might have fought for 
him, is a weak Evaſion, grounded only on 
his mere Conceit of an Impoſhibility, VIZ. 
* Chriſt ſuppoſing the very Reverſe of what 
* himſelf declares. 
Anſiver, This Point ſtands, I hope, pretty 
wellaccounted for in Pages 12 andi 3 of this 
Pamphlet; and the Gentleman has here 
endeavoured very dextrouſiy to foil his 
Antagoniſt, who, to confeſs the Truth, has 
managed this Argument as the Clergy 
' againſt the Quakers generally do, in a 
. Poor languid Way; and 1 had rather deal 
in Controverſy with tuo or three modern 
Divines, than one intelligent Quaker, who 
zs a Caſuiſt in Divinity; as much as ſome 
of our Reverend Gentlemen may deſpiſe 
their Underſtandings or their Principles. 
Our Saviour, we allow, does not abſo- 
. lutely make fuch a Suppoſition - as the 
Vicar 
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Vicar ſuggeſts, but tis nevertheleſs an 
eaſy and plain Conſequence of Chriſt's 
Words, and what we may rationally and 

plainly infer from them; for as the Caf 

hen ſtood, his Diſciples, or ſome of them 
at leaſt, would have fought for him; the 
Meaning therefore of wouLD, as it 
ſtands in the Text, may be underſtood, 
they reaſonably might, &c. _ 0 
Our Saviour, though his Kingdom 
= here ſpoken of be ſpiritual and heavenh, 
| of a Nature which outward Force has no 
Tendency to 2 yet in Reſpect to 
his Divinity he may alſo be filed the King 
of Kings; in which Senſe, all the King- 
doms of the World are his; but in a 
more peculiar Senſe, thoſe Princes who 
are juſt, ruling over Men in the Fear of 
God, may be deemed his Vicegerents; and 
zs the Subject renders Obedience to /uch Wh 
righteous Deputies, they render it alſo to 
Tefſys Chriſt, as the chief and principal 
Sovereign: In ſuch a Kingdom as this, Wi 
Chri/t's Scepter is in ſome Degree out- 
7 -  _ avardly ſwayed, all good and wholeſome W-* 
| = Laws, and the Magiſtrate who admini- W-* 
1 ſters them aright, are, if not of Divine 
Inſtitution, greatly approved by Gon W* 
himſelf. Such an Eſtabliſhment, I have 
before proved, reſiſts Evil, contrary to the 
unlimited Precept in the Text; and Fight- W* 
ing is, under ſome Circumſtances, eſſential . 
| | to 
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to the very Being, Exiſtence, and Sup- 
port of ſuch a Government, | 


That Government is founded on the 
fame Reaſon, and ſupportable by the /ame 
Arguments, as bearing Arms in our own 


Defence, is evident beyond a Doubt; from 
the End and Inſtitution of Government, 
which is only Individuals, united to do 
that which 7s not in its own Nature evil 
for fingle Perſons to do, but what they 


often want Power to accompliſh: And 


therefore, every Man recurs to the gene- 


ral Stock of Power laid up for the Secu- 
rity of all the Members of Society. While 
the Bias of this Gentleman's Pen is ob- 
vious, his Underſtanding muſt be revered; 


'tis hard travelling up a ſteep Aſcent, and 


no Man pulls better againſt the Wind and 

Tide than he does. 55 

The next Thing our Adverſary under- 
* takes, is reconciling a manife/t Contradiction. 
He tells us that Fighting and Killing Men, 
* as is done in War, is not inconſiſtent with | 
* Chrift's Precept of loving Enemies, and then 
compares it with Magiſtrates inflicting corpo- 
ral Puniſhments and Death on Male factors, 
* Robbers and Murderers. But that is far from 
being a parallel Caſe, ſince Malefactors and 
Murderers are puniſhed by Laws themſelves 
* deny not the Juſtice of; whereas the Caſe 
of War is vaſtly different, wherein the Sub- 
* xs on both Sides, fighting (as upon our 
- Adyerſary's Principles they ought to do) by 


ns 
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« the Command of their Princes, are not al 
<< mitted to be Judges of the Equity of the 
*© Cauſe they are engaged in; and are there. 
e fore to be eſteem d equally innocent, Gc. 
Anſwer. Where is his Contradiction 
hope my preceeding Pages have ſhewn i 
to be uo greater Contradiction to deftry 
Lie in our juſt Defence in the Field, tha 
to. puniſh or inflict Death on Malefacton; 
And does not Mr. Beſſe ge perceives that Put- 
ing Malefafors to Death for offending a- 
gainſt Laws which they chemo ves deny nt 
the Juſtice of, i is not, according to hig Me: 
thod of Arguing, to be admitted againf 
this unlimited Precept of Chriſt? H the 
Malefactor or any other Perſon ſhould ac. 
knowledge ever /o much the Juſtice of: 
Law, which my Conſcience aſſures mel 
cannot adminiſter, or take the Advantage 
of, without diſebeying a plain Precept of the 
Gospr L, his allowing the Law to be good 
will be zo Licence or Excuſe to me.— But 
pauſe a little, and ſee how this Doctrine 
will operate, in reſpect to ſome of our R- 
bels, who perhaps are far from acknow- 
ledging the Juſtice of that Law, by which 
the Houſe of Stuart is excluded from the 
Crown, is their Rebellion therefore, on this 
Account, innocent; and ſhould not the 
Government reſent and puniſh it in a ſe- 
vere but ſuitable Manner? 
But Subjetts' fighting under differen 
Princes 45 5 merely in Obedience to their 
| Princes, 
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Princes, and are very often innocent as to 
the Quarrel. This is a hard Caſe on ſuch 


Subjects; and, on this Account, legal Ad- 


miniſtration of Juſtice, as it affords a 
better Opportunity of examining into, and 
diſtinguiſhing the Innocent from the Guilty, ' 
is certainly a better Method of Self-De- 


_ fence than fighting openly in the Field, 


which ſhould never be practiſed, except 
on extraordinary Emergencies, when the 
other Method is abſolutely impracticable; 
and this Uſe of the Sword is, not only in 
itſelf abſolutely eſſential to the Preſerva- 
tion of Government, but, a real and ab/6- 


lute Part of the Civil Conſtitution itſelf, 


laid up as it were in a Repoſitory, to be 
exerciſed only on extraordinary and emer- 


gent Occaſions. Ambition and Avarice 


have gone beyond theſe Bounds, and wwal- 
lowed and wanton'd in human Blood; and 
therefore a Man who does not ſcruple to 


defend his own Life and Property, yet is 


very tender of beginning a Quarrel, Sc. 


Should this Man, I fay, live under a bad 


Prince, who requires him to fight in an 
apparent wicked Cauſe,let him, in this par- 
ticular Caſe, bear his Teſtimony, as the 
Ruaker does againſt Fighting in general; 
and doing it ſincerely, or becauſe he will 
not knowingly ſhed innocent Blood in a 
bad Cauſe, let him rely on the ſame Pro- 
vidence as the 9Qyakers have ever done: 
But ſuppoſe a Prince be a covetous, 

as ambitious 
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can, no doubt, feed and chath us with 
any Care or Induſtry of our own; def 


Aung in different Kingdoms at war 


ambitious Man, and has led forth fo 
of his Subjects to invade a peacti 
| Neighbour, who would not in the le 
have diſturbed him; but being firſt 
vaded themſelves, bring in Return 
Sword into his own Dominions; in # 
Caſe, the Fault of the Prince is not to! 
laid on the Subject, who have an e 
Right, notwithſtanding the firſt f 
Step, to defend themſelves, their Lin 
and Properties from the Enemy. "Tisli 
Providence may here be recurred to. | 


us without any civil Adminiſtration; u 
ſecure us from every Danger, amid 
Wars and Rumours of Wars: But ti 
zs not the ordinary Method of his Pr 
vidence; and though tis indeed hard « 
innocent Men to be compelled to f 
for a Prince in a Cauſe they diſappm 
yet, a Nation ſtanding on the Defenfi 
are not anſwerable for innocent Blood ſh 
after this Manner; it will certainly | 
required at another Hand: An all-knoy 
ing and impartial Judge will not di 
ſcourge the Pride and Avarice of Prine 
but, in his own Time, have dueRegard 
the Sufferings of the Innocent. 
What R. B. obſerves about Chr: 


ther, and praying as well as fighting 
contradiftory F. hings, amounts to very * 
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The fighting Part is already anſwer'd, 
and that which reſpects Prayer may be 
done preſently: If a Chriſtian ſees the 
evil Defires of his Prince to be his leading 
Motive to War, he neither can nor will, 
as a true Chriſtian, pray for his Succeſs; 
but rather that Gop might turn his Heart 
to Peace. | 

Again, by the Quakers Doctrine, Men 
can only pray acceptably by the Spirit, 
which if duly ander ſtood and adbered to, 
will never inſpire two Minds to pray for 
contrary Things; or if there can be a 
Caſe where the Spirit of Gop may ſitiy 
do this, Mr. Beſſe can derive no Advantage 
to his Argument from ſuch an Inſtance: 
Laſtly, Prayer may be put up, ot in a 
politive, but conditional Manner; we 
may, inhabiting different Countries, 
naturally covet the Peace, Succeſs, and 
Proſperity of our own Nations; but when 
we conſider, how far our Paſſims and 
Ignorance may thwart the Divine Wiſdom 
and Purpoſes, we ſhould immediately drop 
all poſitive Pretenſions, and humbly ac- 
quieſce, with a 22 it to be ſo; but, 
not my Will but thine be done : Now if the 
Will of Gop is ons, and good Chriſti- | 
ans may, notwithſtanding they live un- 
der different Princes, &c. put up their 
Petitions in THIS MANNER, what 1s 
become of the Charge of * for 
contradictory Things? © 

There 


F 2 


cerning the Government of Penſylvania, 10 
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There is another Thing to be obſerved co 


their raiſing or ſending Money to pay Soldier 
The Government there are (Mr. Beſſe ay 
ce ſubject to the Government here; and thy 
© the Quakers finding Money to pay Soldiers, 
<« very different from ſending Soldiers then 
<« ſelves. | EE 
Anſwer. The Quakers, no doubt, fincerd 
aim at rendering to Ceſar the Things whi 
are Czſar's, preſerving at the ſame tin 
their Allegiance to Almighty God, . wha 
their Conſciences are; and Cæſar is to h 
actively obeyed no further, than is ca 
ſiſtent with this ſapreme and prior Ob 
gation; and all the Sufferings of Qualm 
were owing to their adhering ſtrictly t 
this Diſtinction, and perſevering inviolaby 
in this Teſtimony, | 
I wiſh I could percerve the Differenc, 
either in the Caſe of the Land Tax, « 
that of paying Money into the Govert- 
ment's Hands, for them to pay Soldiers 
or paying the Soldiery ourſefves. Tit 
Government we know raiſe the Mone 
expreſsly for what is deemed an Ants! 
chriſtian Purpoſe : Or, if it be not wron! 
in them, the Quaker ſeeing, or thinkin 
he ſees further, to pay it muſt be an Er 


- Tor in him, becauſe he knows before-handWm 

the Uſe the Money is raiſed for; thi 

Scruple is therefore, in Point of Regan 

as great in one Caſe as it can be * to 
| | er 
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- other; if they don't perceive it, their 
Blindneſs will here be of no Diſſervice 
either to themſelves or the Government: 
But it would methinks be very odd, 
ſhould a Factor or Steward very willingly | 
pay a Bill to his Principal himſelf, but re- 
| fuſeitto his Order; which, I think, i is pretty 
nearly theCaſeas it ſtands between the Qua- 
ters and the Government. However, as this 
inviſible Diſtinction is enough to ſatisfy their 
CGonſciences, what can be eaſier or kinder 
than for the Government to appoint 
the Receivers of the Land Tax to collect 
of the Qyakers Militia Money, Church 

, Rates, the Clergy's Tythes, or ANY OTHER 

Demand affecting their Conſciences? It 

would fave the poor Quaker a great deal 
of Expence, and tie up the Hands of 

the moſt envious and rapacious Priefts, 
from embarraſſmg, if not ruining their 
honeſt and peaceable Neighbours with 
oppreſſive and vexatious Suits. 

Some may think I ought to have made a 
ormal Anſwer to every Thing urged by R. B. 
on this Head, under the Propoſition of Salu- 
ons and Recreations: But I have declined 
that, and took another Method (for one Rea- 
lon among others) out of a ſincere Reſpect for 
the Memory of that great and good Man; the 
moſt — — Part of whoſe excellent Writings, 


I was loth to ſet to public View. 
It may alſo by others be deemed very material 
to know how the firſt Chriſtians 7hought and 
. bebaved | 


e its own Nature contributed to the Peace and 
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behaved in regard to Se, Defence; but That, ] 
think (be the Fact either Way) can determine 
nothing to either Side; the Queſtion not being 
ſo much what they did, as what was their Duty 
or Privilege in the Caſe : The Truth I believe 
was, that /ome of them adhered, as the Qua. 
ters do, to the literal Senſe of the Text, while 
others were engaged in the Field of Battle: 
Tis probable they might differ in their Senti- 
ments about this Article of Self-Defence, a 
much as they did concerning the Sabbath; which 
proved a Subject of great Conteſt in the early 
Ages of the Church, Tis certain, that while 
ſome Writers would perſuade you the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians adhered ſtrictly to Chriſt 
unlimited Precept, and refuſed to bear Arms; 
other Authors, in particular Dr. Cave, in his 
Primitive Chriſtianity, ſays the very Reverſ, 


and gives Chapter and Verſe out of Antiquity i 


for it. 

Let me produce one Inſtance: Cave's Pri. 
mitive Chriſtianity, 7th Edit. Page 34. But 
_ ©. beſides this, they (the primitive Chriſtians) 
<<. pleaded for themſelves, that their Religion 
* was highly beneficial to the World, and in 


* Happineſs of Mankind. It cannot be de- 
<© nied, but that ſome of the primitive Chriſ- 
c tians were ſhy of engaging in Wars, and 
«© not — forward to undergo publick Places 
of Authority and Power; but (beſides that 
<< this was only the Opinion of ſome private 
*© Perſons, and not the common and current 


« Practice 


— 4 > 922 . way 


EO Toon eos as a» doom ood As our ob  £Y 


The Nature and Duty of Self- Defence. 39 
Practice or Determination of the Church) 


a] © it aroſe partly from ſome miſtaken Paſſages 
„in the Goſpel, turning Evangelical Councils 
4 into pofitroe Precepts; and principally be- 
4 | h Offices and Empl 
1 MF cauſe ſuch Offices and Employments were 
4. vually clogged with ſuch Circumſtances 


and Conditions as obliged them to ſome 
fe. Things repugnant to the Chriſtian Law; 
i; WW otherwiſe, where they could do it without 
* offering Violence to their Religion and their | 
þ MF Conſcience, they ſhun'd it not, BUT FRE- | 
ly i WENTLY BORE ARMs, and diſcharged | 
ie ſuch public Offices as were committed to 
„ them; as cannot be unknown to any, that 
are ever ſo little verſed in the Hiſtory of 
che FIRST AGEs of the Church. Never 
MY were there better, more faithful, and reſo- 
F * Jute Soldiers, more obedient to the Orders 
of their Commanders, more ready to at- 

* tempt the moſt hazardous Enterprizes, never 
bdoggling at any Thing they could do with- 
ut out Sin; of which, amongſt many others, 
* I ſhall inſtance only in that of the Theberan 
Legion, who being commanded on a bloody 

in and unlawful Butchery, to deſtroy and cut 
na off the Chriſtians, their Brethren, meekly 
e. returned this Anſwer to the Heathen Em- 
1. peror, Maximianus, under whom they 
nd ſerved — We offer our Hands againſt any 
Enemy, but count it unlawful to imbrue 
at them in the Blood of the Innocent; our 
ite Swords know how to ſtrike a Rebel, or an 
nt Enemy, but not to wound thoſe who are 
=. | | Citizens 
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indeed; tis Pity we have not more of thi 


flight. 8 | 


The Beginning of Chriſtianity was a trying and 
abundant Cauſe to remember and rely upon ou 


ing Diſciples. : 


„ Citizens and Guiltleſs; we remember th 
* we took up Arms for, not againſi Friend 
e and Fellow-Citizens; we have always fough 
* for Juſtice and Piety, and for the Safety 
*© the Innocent: Theſe have been hitherto th 
Price of. thoſe Dangers we have run upay 
* we have fought for Fidelity, which hoy 
* ſhall we be able to keep to you, if we do ng 
« firſt keep it to our Gop?” Noble Soldien 


* 


pious and military Temper: One ſhall cbace 
Thouſand, and Two ſhall put Ten Thoujand 


"Tis natural to think, as the Chriſtians we 
for a long Seaſon univerſally hated and deſpiſed 
there was no State would have had to do witt 
them in the Capacity of Soldiers, or indeed u 
any other Way; which might be the Reaſol 
we hear o ſooner in Antiquity of their bearm 
Arms, or fighting in their own juſt Defent, 


perilous Seaſon to them; wherein they hal 


Sauiour's Promiſes of a continual Providence tl 
be exerted for his humble, meek, and ſuffer 


There is no, while I am writing this, 
particular Caſe depending in London, viz. Four 
Soldiers, who were lately quarter'd at Briftd, 
have entered into the Society of the Ryakers, 
refuſed to wear the King's Cloaths, receive hi 


Pay, or bear Arms; they are brought to Lan- err 
den, to be tried, as I ſuppoſe, by a Court- 
| | Martial; 
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artial ; where, if this Change appears to be 
atter of Cunviction and Sincerity, they will 
oubtleſs meet with the ſame Favour the reſt 
f their Friends enjoy, and for which the 
ritiſb Government is ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed: 
at ſhould it prove otherwife, or an Artifice 
) exempt themſelves from the preſent Peril of 
eir Calling, they ought to be treated as De- 
ters; nay, and as under this Suppoſition, 
ey muſt have added Hypocriſy, or acted un- 
ra Maſe of Religion to ſcreen themſelves 


jon Run-away is liable to. But I hope and 


re it is in the moſt judicious and charitable 
lands, who will make them all kind and rea- 
nable Allowances. 555 


d us no ſmall Inſtruction in regard to the 
ſſe of human Means, and a right Notion of 


netouſneſs, and be content with ſuch Things 
you have; for he hath promiſed I will never 


dmonition indeed: He requires alſo (in ano- 


uld be put up for thoſe in Authority, &c. I 
tention this to ſhew how different were the 
ntiments of this great Man from thoſe of 
me Chriſtians : He has told us (as I have be- 
re obſerved) in the ſtrongeſt and cleareſt 
erms, That Civil Government is of Divine 


Ke. 


om the Puniſhment due to Deſerters, they 
ebe a more ſevere Treatment than a com- 


heve their Caſe is real and ſincere; and I am 
St. Paul's Doctrine and Sentiments will af- 
ovidence : Let your Converſation be without 


ge thee nor forſake thee, A moſt excellent 


ter Place) That Prayers and Supplications 


9 Authority, 
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Authority, inſtituted for the common Benejy 
and Security of Society; and that a due Careq 
our Families renders our own Induſtry a Dude 
to us of the greateſt worldly Importance; an 
yet, in both Caſes we are taught to rely up, 
and expect a Bleſſing from above. Ther en 
would indeed be no End of the Misch 
and Abſurdities of underſtanding and conform. 
ing literally to thoſe Scriptures we have bea 
examining z fuch a Liberty of Interpretatia 
(tho' Man is manifeſtly fitted and defigned f 
various Services in Life) would render us th; 
moſt ſ les, ſtupid, and inactive Creatum 
that can be conceived: And ſuppoſe now] 
ſhould make a free Application of Mr. Beſt 
Doctrine; I ſee not, on his Principles, the leak 
Impropriety in it: Viz. If it be a Chrifin 
| Virtue to depend on Providence in one Caſe, Mp" 
muſt be a greater to do it in a ſecond; aue 
ſo on till we become in every Caſe totally d ur 
pendent and inactive, and refuſe to do any, 
or the leaſt Thing for ourſelves; this wou 
be the Conſequence of Þ underſtanding n 
Parts of Scripture literally: Nor can the Qu" 
kers, on their own Principle of not refi/lin 
Ewil, oppoſe even a Child or Servant more than 
any other Perſon: It deprives them of all F. 
mily Authority, if not Economy, and would 
ſoon bring every Thing into Diſorder and Con- ref 
fuſion. On their Principle, nothing beyond In- 
ſtruction and Example can be admitted; Co-: 
rection of a Son or a Servant would be a diret 


Breach of Chriſt's Authority: The Saen ey 
| | indeed er 
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ndeed do not carry their Doctrine to this Pitch, 
ut 'tis nevertheleſs naturally and clearly dedu- 
ible from it; and it cannot be amiſs to put 
em in mind where their Principle would 
ad them : Ore Thing, which has perhaps de- 


rmined ſome Perſons to think more favour- 


herwiſe they would have done, is thoſe ex- 
aurdinary Providences which have attended 
d fuccour and protect thoſe who have borne 


is Teſtimony boldly and faithfully to the 


wilf/orld: But this I think amounts to very lit- 
ee It is not merely the doing a good Act that 
eil onſtitutes Merit, but the doing it with a good 
ind virtuous Intention; and wherever this In- 
„ | tion is joined to a Miſtabe in Practice, the 


tention is in 27% %, {till equally good, and of 
purſe acceptable to the Almighty, who, as 
ever bath, ſa he ever will make his frail 
ncere Creatures, all kind and gracious Allow 


nes; and though it be commendable in every 
. lan to ſtudy well his own Nature and Privi- 
, and the Laws of his Creator, leſt he 


ould be miſled by Power or Tradition, or 


E- auiled by Novelty ; yet, whoever imbibes an 
vu {ror greatly appoſite to his own worldly In- 
on- Nreſt and Convenience, and facrifices freely. 
In» d devontiy all he bas, both Life and Subſtance, 


what he believes true, and eſteems of a- 
e Authority, cannot but be in the Divine 
ew highly acceptable, pretious, and beloved; 
Ir can there be a more fit and deſerving Ob- 


G2 a meek, 


ly of this Sentiment of the Quakers than 


of Gop's Care and Providence, than ſuch 
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a meek, devout, miſtaken Chriſtian, An 
this I hope ſufficiently ſolves the Difficulty, 

Thus I have run through the moſt materi 
Things that occurred to me on this Subject 
I requeſt a ſerious and impartial Attention: | 
Truth be on my Side, acknowledge it; if! 
am in the wrong, convince me, and I (hal 
ever bear the Kindneſs in Memory: I am; 
fallible Man, liable to Miſtake, tho' free 9 
inquire, and to propoſe my Doubts ; which | 
have at this Seaſon the rather done, becauſe! 
am well aſſured theſe Gentlemen have mn 
among them Per/ons that are well ſe:lled in th 
Diſcuſſion of hard and trying Queſtions, The 
Liberty I have taken does not ariſe from 
Pique or D:/like to the Quakers; but what! 
aim at, is honeſtly to exhibit to them what| 
think is really their Error in Faith: TI coul 
on the contrary, would Time permit, {i 
freely aſide, in Teſtimony of the unalienull 
Affection I bear them, to defend their Prind. 
ples againſt the undeſerved Reflections of al 
znvidious Pen; but this muſt be deferr'd: I (hl 
however juſt brietly obſerve, that a certall 
Piece of Mr. Weſtley's, intitled A further 4þ 
peal to the Men of Reaſon and Religion, & 
breathes a ſtrong Spirit af Revenge and Ants 
pathy againſt the Qyakers: What the Princ: 
ples of that Gentleman are, I cannot dete. 
mine; but tis o&/ervable in how conciſe, Rink 
and tender a Manner the Papifts are handle 
and diſmiſs'd, while all other Societies are treat 
ed with a Severity ſuited to the Diſlance 15 Fr 
| | | x 
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ar to Mother Church; and the Quakers 
ing, of all others, the greateſt Oppoſers of 
rieſtcraft; and Enemies to Eccleſiaſtical Ty- 
znny, may at once account for the Reaſon of 
is Enmity and Reſentment, Mr, Weſtley has, 
's true, very juſtly reprehended the great 
loth and Negligence of ſome of the Clergy, 
n regard to their Paſtoral Duties: But when 
e tells us, that he himſelf has more than Seven 
Thouſand Souls to overſee, whoſe inward and out- 
rd Condition it behoves him to be perfectly ac- 
wanted with, it cannot but remind us of au- 
jcular Confeſſion, as practiſed in the Romiſh 
lurch: It ſeems to me, as though he would 
ither put himſelf in the Place of the Almighty, 
ir condeſcend to the Impertinences of the 
preateſt Goſſip in the Pariſh. I would not af- 
mm what ſome have ftrongly ſiiſpected, viz. 
rhat all this ſceming and extraordinary Ap- 
pearance of Piety and Devotion, is only a 
DEEP ARTIFICE of our grand Adverſary, 
to open an eaſy Paſſage from Prote/tanti/m to 
Popery, whereby thoſe of the eſtabliſh'd 
Church, and others too, may imperceptibly and 
at unawares, {lide back into the Arms of that 
old Adultreſs and Harlot, the Church of Rome: 
I would not be too ſevere, but leave it to be 
explained by Time to come. 

In regard to the Qyakers; though to me it 
appears moſt rational to uſe the Means in our 


dle en Power, and look to Providence for a Bleſs- 
ren ing; and that they have either gone beyond the 
the Frecept of Chriſt, in having any thing to do with 

human 
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human Laws; or not far enough, in refuſi 
to defend themſelves by fighting; yet thy 
can be no Reaſon for dealing hardly with 
miſtaken conſcientious Man. Liberty of Cn 
ference, truly underſtood, and univerſally wil 
plied, as well in private as in public Lik 
would be as ſerviceable to Mankind, as it is 
itſelf excellent and glorious; every Man coy 
and applauds this Liberty for h:m/elf; but | 
fear too few think and behave agreeabh 
thereto in regard to their Neighbours: Th 
differing only in the leaſt Punctilio of Fail 
and Opinion, though a Man's Morals be ew 
fo ſound, is enough to ſhut him out of jane 
Mens Favour for ever: Take a Perſon, educ. 
ted in any Society of Proteſtants, let him on 
doubt about ſome particular Article of ther 
Faith, and free enough to propoſe his Doubt; 
in order for a Solution, it is ſeldom well recei 
ved; and if after this he does not approve the 
Arguments that may be urged to convine 
him, and is free enough to declare that tn, 
why then let him be ever ſo orthodox in 
every other Point, Ten to One but he is mark 
out as a black Sheep, of which the Flock 
muſt beware: Private Intimations are freely 
beſtowed on others, to avoid the Contagion of 
ſuch a Man's Company, and *tis great Odd 
indeed but he ſuffers deeply in his worldly ct 
temporal Concerns. How abominable and ter- 
rible does the Inquiſition appear in the Eye of 
a Proteſtant; how dereftable is Perſecution of 
every Kind, on the Score of Conſcience; and 

| yet 


ä 
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et how few Perſons act in this Reſpect agree- 
bly with the true Spirit of Liberty and Cha- 
ity! 1 have known many a Zealot ſpeak with 
eat Bitterneſi againſt the Inquiſition abroad 
nd 12ithout, while at the /ame time the ome 

Virit has eſtabliſhed a Juriſdiction at home, 
d within his own Breaſt, of the /elf ſame 
abolical Kind; for what is Perſecution, but 
flicking Men in their Bodies or Subſtance, be- 
zuſe they differ from us in their Sentiments 
f Religion ? If we profeſs Liberty of Con- 
jence, and Freedom of Enquiry after Truth, 
t us not think a deviating Brother infincere, 
mark out his Character in a prejudicial, ma- 
gnant Way; this, as far as lies in our Power, 
ſtarving him and his Family too: This in- 
ed, in ſuch a bleſſed Country as we inhabit, 75 
ue can do; but this is the very Spirit of 
e Inquiſition itſelf, from whence by Degrees 
e bell:/b Monſter ſprang. Such a Spirit grows 
ronger by Habit and Indulgence : It is ever 
ckoard to exert the Power it poſſeſſes; to 
x and oppreſs all who differ from its own 
inciples. This private Perſecution I have gi- 
n a little Hint of, is an Evil 700 little obſerved 
Y Proteſtants of all Denominations, who. 


xk Weak with the higheſt Reſpect and Veneration 
cl | that ineſtimable Bleſſing, Liberty of Con- 


__ » DP ; 
This Sort of Zeal I have ſeen operate very 
rongly againſt the People called Jyakers, on 
count of their Doctrine of Nen-refiftance ; 
have heard them condemned as bad Subjects, 

£ | A 
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and unworthy of the Toleration they enjoy, 
any Civil Government; bat this I take toh 
abundantly too ſevere, and to ſpring manife 
from a ſour Root of Perſecution ; I ſay it wi 

Boldneſs, becauſe I know it fo be true, that 
Society whatever are more heartily and honeſt 

attach'd to His Majeſly King George and th 
whole Royal Family, and to the Peace and $ 
curity of the Proteſtant Intereſt in gener 
nor none who pray more fervently that 
Time of Danger GO D may hide them, as tl 
Scripture ſpeaks, in the Hollow of his Hau 
But tis againſt their Judgment to draw th 
_ outward Sword; and fighting for their Pring 
would, in their Notion, be fighting agail 
Gop: They have the ſame natural Fire i 
their Tempers in common with other Me 
and have given laſing Progfs of their Brava 
in the Field, before they embraced this Prind- 
ple; though afterwards, rather than tranſgril 
it, they have guzetly ſubmitted to the Inſult 
and Abuſes of Cowards and Scoundrels, wh 
preſumed, on the peaceable Nature of thel 
Principles, to afflict them without Mercy and 
without Cauſe. WY "1 
The 2uaker cannot fight, even to defent 
his own Life; why then ſhould we be angy 
becauſe he cannot do it for as? He wil 
from a Principle of Conſcience cannot fl 
for himſelf, will never draw the Sword ga 
his Prince; no Plots can proceed, or were ew! 
formed on this Principle. This therefore is 10 
ſmall Security to a Government, that _ 
| ther 
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ere live under it a Sort of People who cannot 
aw the Sword in its Defence, yet they are 
not to ſay or act any thing to its Detri- 
ent; but are «ſjduous to cultivate loyal Tem- 
rs and Diſpoſitions in others towards the Go- 
ment: They are alſo in private Life, by 
ir Wiſdom, Induſtry, and Charity, of as 
eat Utility to the Public, as any Set or Sort 
Men whatever; the public Good is near 
d dear to them: As a Body of Men they 
e no Niggards; but contribute with the great- 
Joy and Readineſs to the Service of the 
ation, where the Nature of their Principle 
ll admit; vo ſome of them have made 
lh appear here in England, by their free 
2 Army in the North; _ in Pen- 
hania; by ſomething of a like Kind, for the 
port of Cape Breton. 5 

8 In ſuffering the Scorn, Contempt, and Blows, 
ord Perſecution of Men, which the Ryakers 
former Time have done, there is ſomething 
wpreſibly great; and in this Reſpect none 
we had greater Regard than they, to keep 
we and inviolable the Dictates of a tender (n- 
rence; and as this cannot fail to merit the 
ious Approbation of Heaven itſelf, is it 


ot amazing to find Men, who profeſs Chri- 
wb anity, ſo wretchedly void of the true Spirit 
ereof, as to preſume to do juſt the contrary ; 
nd inſtead of imitating, to comtradif the 


od of Mercy, who can ſufficiently abbor 
nd deteſt ſuch a Spirit and Practice as this; 
d who on the other hand can ſufficiently - 
| : H admire 
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admire our happy Conſtitution, that gives þ 
great Liberty of Conſcience to all? May ſug 
an EXCELLENT PRINCE and peaceable G0 
vernment be always under the immediate F 
vour and Protection of the great Governor q 
the World; and in the overflowing of ny 
Heart permit me to add, Oh, may not only w 
of the preſent Time, but the Generations y 
come, think and ſpeak of our illuſtrious Hen 
His Royal Highneſs William Duke of (un 
berland, with high Tranſport and great Gral. 
rude, as the glorious Deliverer of theſe Nation 
from Popiſh Tyranny and arbitrary Power 

I have read with Attention the New Teſt 
ment, and had the beſt Opportunity of become 
ing intimately acquainted with the true Spin 
and Temper of the People called Qualters; aut 
if I have underſtood the one, and judged right) 
of the other, the Meekneſs and Forbearant 
Love, and Long-Suffering which our Savioui 
inculcates, were never carried to a greater Pitt 
of Excellence and Perfection ſince the prim. 
tive Times, than it has been among then 
It will be difficult to impreſs on the Mind d 
him that ze ver had any of this Sort of Exp 
rience, a ſuitable Idea of this Love, poflefling 
ſoftening, and overflowing the whole Soul 
or the tender Emotions it produces towards it 
Fellow-Creatures: But as the moſt eligil 
State in this Life is near to ſome Danger, f. 
this truly happy and Chriſtian Temper of tit 
Soul, with our Saviour's Precepts in 178 Vie, 
the Calamities and Cruelties of War * 


es 0 
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Gand being befides fully re/gned to the Divine 
F. il, might, from ALL THESE concurring, 
r make an eg and UNPERCEIVED Tranſition 


o this very Principle and Doctrine of the 
Malers; which, if it be an Error, is ſuch a 


$ one as the meeke/t and pureſt Minds muſt be 
erg moſt liable to imbibe, while under the mollify- 
un ing Influence of a Goſpel Spirit, unleſs the 
aH ational Faculty be allowed duly to prefide over 
anche Soul, to prevent ſuch Errors and Miſtakes 


f the Judgment: And this is the Way in 


which I chuſe to account for the Riſe of this 
me Doctrine among the People called Ryakers. 

Yin Some Bigots I am ſenſible will at once raſhly 
an rondemn both me and the Doctrine I teach, 


5 an Innovation NoT TO BE ENDURED; 
ind plead ſomething like Preſcription itſelf, 
be „lie and moſt dangerous Argument that 
an poſſibly be urged. Have not many of the 


m6 {Wnoſt idle, as well as the moſt ſhocking Tenets, 
em {wed all their Power and Reputation to this 
daß ource? What came firſt but poorly ſupported 
xe. nd with Difficulty into the Church, Time 
ing 2s wrap'd up in awful Darkneſs, and every 
ou Leneration has increaſed the Sanctity of the 
$ 16WVreams of Superſtition, and the Villainy of 
ri mpoſtors! What Time has made facred in 
n Society, let Bigots, who revere Tradition, 


nd worſhip Error in proportion to its Antiquity, 
and agaſt, and be afraid to examine! Men 
if Senſe and Spirit will, as they ever ought, 
e the more jealous and ſuſpicions on this very 
Account, and examine with the greater Care 


* 


WA and 


52 The Nature and Duty of Self- Defence. 
and Accuracy, to dig Truth from beneath thi 
painted and curſed Sepulchre, *Tis an Argu- 
ment 'unbecoming any 2yaker to urge; thei 
Reformation proceeded on quite contrary Prin. Mus 
ciples, and had Tradition been adbered u Inlet 
Ruakeriſm had never appear'd, or made ay guir 
| Progreſs in the World. Such an Attachment 
to Doctrines, whether rue or falſe, only be 
cauſe our Anceſtors maintained them, is ei 
Affront to Truth and Common Senſe, becauſe et 
it ſets up any Scheme without Examination, 
From the Blindneſs and Depth of Pope n 
many Reformations have been made; but 'tz | 
very remarkable, that few, if any Reformen heit 
have thought their un Eſtabliſhments ſo faulh 
and imperfect as they have been, or liable 9 
ſuch After-amendments as they have under. 
went, and appeared juſily to deſerve. TheWou 
NQyakers themſelves, who in the Caſe of Bay 
tiſm ſeem znclined to make fo prudently fre 
With the Ifallibility of the Apoſtles them. 
ſelves, ought never to urge mere Tradition, a 
the Practice of their Anceſtors, who recet- 
ved and propagated their Doctrines in a much 
better Manner, and by more firm, folid, ani a 
ſubſtantial Arguments 
From thoſe Principles of Religion, which, i 
may be, our Parents have conſcientiouſly ad- 
hered to, and zealouſly implanted in their Off. 
ſpring, no Perſon ought /zghtly or wantonly to 
ſwerve; nor ſhould, on the other hand, a de- 
viating Brother be too ſeverely ſtigmatized ref 
reproached, for departing from the „ ter 


The Nature and Duty of Self-Defence. 53 


the WE his Education, firſ# imbibed without the Aſ- 
ou. tance of a mature Underſtanding. The Tefti- 
heir bony and Blood of Anceſtors, no doubt very pi- 
rin. us and fincere, ſhould not once be mentioned, 


Inleſs to 7hoſe only, who we are ſure proceed 
inſt the Dictates of Conſcience : Tis a Plea 
t Truth hates and is aſhamed of, becauſe it 
vill equally ſerve the Cauſe of Error. All So- 
ties have had Men of /inmcere Intentions and 
rl Characters, who have fer d, and per- 
ups died, for contrary Doctrines. Their Blood 
indeed precious in the Eye of Deity, and in 
e Eſtimation of all Good Men; nor ought 


en, neir Lives or their Deaths to be made a Sub- 
Ahe of Levity or Ridicule. But then tis not 


eir Doctrines, but Sincerity and Integrity of 
joul, that recommends them to the Divine Fa- 


The our and Acceptance: This is a Bottom, and 
ap-: ſure one it will prove, which unites. good 
free en of all Denominations, be their Opinions 


nd Prejudices ever ſo various here; and on 
ich as Brethren they will ſtand, and 
goice hereafter in the great Day of Judgment. 
Frail imperfecti Man, as he ſtands in need of 
any kind Allowances on his own account, 
and does not know the Heart of his Neigh- 
bour, ſhould be very modeſt and backward to 
cenſure, leaving this to the Great Framer and 
Infallible Lord of Conſcience, under whoſe 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs every fincerg Perſon, 


de: Heaatben or Jeu, Turk or Chriſtian, may ſafely 
| of W'epole themſelves with a never-failing, unſha- 
ple Win 7 raft and Confidence, 


Befars 
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Before I conclude, give me leave to adyany 
if not by way Argument, a new Speculah 
that may perhaps deſerve a few {er 
Thoughts. When it pleaſed the Almighy; 
any Age of the World to favour Men with 
Body of Laws, did he, during the Time 
the " Di ;fhenſations to which they h 
longed, preclude. himſelf from interpoſing | 
give freſh Directions, as Occaſion might g 
quire, or Circumſtances vary? The Law a 
Privileges of Nature, as well as all mere | 
tuals of Divine Appointment, are liable to 
ſuperſeded by the Gop of Nature, who nul 
always have it in His Power to faſpend, or a 
troul them at his Pleaſure ; though he ne 
will do thus but for i and gracious 2 
Let us look ta the Caſe of Abraham : A 
cording to Nature it was his Duty to nur 
and preſerve his Child; yet, by a Divine Com 
mand, his Life was required: Now wli 
would draw this into Practice, as a genenl 
Duty, or even as any Duty at all, unleſs 
quired with equal Clearneſs and Authority! 
The People called 2yaters, I am well perſus 
ded, would never have interpreted the Scriptut 
againſt Self-Defence, as they have done, ha 
they not eſteemed chemſelves led to Peace and 
Non-Reſiſtance by the Operation of an inter. 
nal Principle: For the Scripture will not bed 
their Interpretations, and it might perhaps be 
better to reſt the whole Weight of ie Teſts 
mony upon ſupernatural Light, and the Ai 


thority which Gop has to require _ a 
OM 
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> Perſons than the ated Laws of the Diſ— 
nation under which they live, hath required 
them: This would be the beſt Plea; for 
Man would be able to confute them by 
ripture; (the little that is there to be found, 

ing evidently in favour of ſuch Interpoſi- 

"ns, and not one Tittle againſt them;) nor 
| Reaſon neither, for that takes no Cognizance 
ſupernatural Impreſſions, ſufficient to ena- 
e it to judge aright of the Truth or Falſhood 
F ſuch Allegations or Aſſertions; for ſuppoſe 
e Man, pretending to be inſpired, in ſuch a 
ie be really fo, ſtill all is, to the mere Man 
Reaſon, bare Affirmation; and to know 
y thing certainly about it, he muſt experience 

himſelf the ſame Operation, and then all 
poſition naturally ceaſes. Again, this Spe- 
lation will ward off the Charge of Inconſiſt- 

wy, brought againſt them in refuſmg to ſhed 
lud in their own juſt Defence, and approving . 
wu adminiſtring Laws which have the ſelf 
me Tendency as Fighting itſelf. Abrabam 

as commanded to offer up 1/aac, in whom 
s Life and Joy was placed; and by the fame 
ule every other human Comfort and Privi- 

we might as juſtly have been required: But 
hat Madneſs, Gop not requiring, would it 


have been for Abraham voluntarily to have ſa- 
andWrificed all that he had? So admit the Quabers, 
ters refuſing to fight, had their Authority from 
beaWe Spirit of Gop; that Suſpenſion of na- 
s era Right was a hard Sacrifice indeed for hu- 
eſti-Wan Nature to make, as it might and did in 


ts 


56 'The Nature and Duty of Self. Defence. 
its Conſequences frequently bappen to Mei 
under, or thinking themſelves under ſuch if 
Divine Directiom, living in the midſt of oi 
voracious, unjuſt, crooked and perverſe Gene 
ration of Men! But it will not follow, ay 
more than in Abraham's Caſe, that they ought 
to ſurrender up thoſe other Privileges, hid 
theſe imward Intimations never required of them 
ſuch as living under, taking the Benefits of, d 
adminiſtering good and wholeſome Laws : Nd 
again, will any more Abſurdity follow in thy 
Caſe of refuſing to fight, than that it was a Con 
tradition for ſome of the ancient Martyrs to bil 
one Error of the Church of Rome, and lay dom 
their Lives for teſtifying againſt orhers of the ii 

filly and impious Kind: As tis hoped the Refer 
mation was begun, and in the main carried on by 
Divine Interpoſition, it was the Duty of even 
_ right Inſtrument concerned therein, to go w 
further than the Light and Aſſiſtance given 
him for that End. This Way of accountig 
for the Matter may alſo be an effectual Arg 
ment againſt the Payment of Tythes; eve 
granting more than the Clergy could ever provi 
viz. That Tythes were by Jeſus Chriſt deu 
for his Miniſters, and given by the Faithful if 

After-time to GOD and Holy Church : Ft 
the Right of continuing or removing this Pf. 
vilege muſt ever reg/ide in Deity, as the Soy 
reign Proprietor of all Things, who may nx 
only relinquiſh his own fall Part, but com- 
mand the other to be with-held; tis only ſup-W 
poſing the Prieſthood to be vile and — 
| an 
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ad unworthy of having Tythes from the 


ople. We have, in the Caſe of the Jews 


mowing of the Egyptians, &c. an Inſtance of 
is Sovereign Prerogative of Heaven: Nor 
in any thing now be pleaded againſt ach an 

dnomy in regard to Tythes, which will not 
wlly affect the Honeſty and Juſtice of the 
baelites, I do not propoſe this as the be/# 
gument an Oppoſition to. Tythes is capable 
Had the 2yakers defended their Non- 
ſting Doctrine as well as they have done 
s, I ſhould never have had any thing to 
ledge againſt them. It ſeems, however, ab- 
14 to ſuppoſe, that Gop would confine him- 
If never to go beyond or require more of Man, 

the Occaſion never ſo extraordinary, than 
hat he has firſt revealed in a general Body of 
ws, For, 1//, from the variable Nature of 
kind, conſidered under all Circumſtances, 
no ey ſome ſuch Interpoſitions may be expe- 

„if not abſolutely neceſſary: 2dly, Tis 
an ſuch Interpoſitions have been made here- 
fore: Gop has the /ame Right ſtill, and 
hat has been, may, if he pleaſes, be again. 
d ſuppoſe, in a Day of Riot and Bloodſhed, 


did raiſe up a People, and command them 


kn to forego their natural Rights and Privi- 


ts; to ſhew, in Oppoſition to the Pride, In- 


ce, and Cruelty of Men profeſſing Chri- 
mity, «wha? Sort of a Temper the Chriſtian 
llgion was intended to implant and promote 
the World: Where would the Harm be? 
unk to the reſt of the World it may deemed 

5 1 a kind 
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58 The Nature and Duty of Self- Defence. 
a kind and merciful Diſplay of Divine Proy 
dence, which could not be finally to the Hull; 
or Detriment of the Inſiruments concerned, wi * 
mult be more ſafe and happy under Gop's N 
vidence, than they could be, had they oppak 
him, and cleaved to the Rights and Privi 
beſtow'd by the Law of Nature, or the Cy 
ſtitution of their Country. To ſay ſuch ion 
Liberty of Interpoſing would draw after War 
many dangerous Conſequences, and tend tos 
dermine the general eſtabliſhed Syſtem, Mm 
amount to little, becauſe 2515 Ohjection mij ¶ Min 
applied to every Inſtance of a like Kind 
Sacred Record: We ſee alſo, notwithſtandi 
our outward Rule the Bible, what a Muli n 
city of Sects and Opinions we run into in ¶ ine 
Land of Freedom and Learning: Take it 
you will, Mankind will be equally ſafe # 
certain under ſuch Interpoſitions, as they 
be, re/ting only on the Bible; we ſhall here e oc 
liable to be :/ed,and the Imagination will ler 
much open to the Impoſitions of Men, rei 
Deluſions of Satan, as can poſſibly be in 
other Way: But /aftly, admitting their (i 
 Naakers) Principle to ſpring only from a M 
apprehenſion of Scripture ; that they were n 
taken Volunteers: Yet ſurely, when Men, 
of a prous Intention, forego their natural Rip cat 
and Privileges, in order to pleaſe the Aung 
how dear and acceptable in his Sight muſt tit 
be! How great the Difference between {ud 
Conformity, and the lame Obedience of too mig 
__ Chriſtians! And in what Deteſtation „ A 
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The Nature and Duty of Self- Defence. 59. 
orrence will thoſe be held by the Almighty 
melt, who aſſlict and perſecute, on this Ac- 
wnt, ſuch an harmleſs and innocent People : 
The Precepts and Temper of the Goſpel were 
ever better incorporated with the Heart, or 
hone forth brighter in the Life and Example, 
m among them: Poſſeſſing the rich Treaſure 
om above, they were dead to all inordinate 
purſuits below; and could rely ſecurely on Pro- 
dence, in all Straits and Dangers, with the 
ume Submi ſion and Fortitude that animated the 
biritual Heroes, and illuſtrious Worthies of Old, 
hoſe Names and Characters St. Paul has ſo e e- 
untly and ſolemnly celebrated, and faithfully 
anded down to Poſterity, as bright and ſhi- 
ing, and perfect Examples of Piety, Patience, 
nd Virtue, 17 

One Word more in regard to Reaſon and 
Tradition, and I hope to have done. In all 
ocieties we are generally invited at f to 
xamme; though afterwards to doubt or diſ- 
klieve is too often branded with Hereſy ; but 
chat Reaſon in this? The Certainty which 
by Anceſtors might receive as to any Article 
f Faith, is no Evidence to me; the ſame Light 
mich gained his Aſſent, muſt et it home 
nth the ſame Clearne/s on my Intellect, before 
an reaſonably aſſent : The Qyakers ſeem very 
ible of the Folly of ſetting up mere Tradi- 
im, even in regard to the Apoſtles themſelves, 
Fo were not uniform and infallible in every 
dentiment and Practice: The New Teſtament is 
pete with their Bigotry, and Blindneſs in re- 
'F2 gard 


60 The Nature and Duty of Self- Defence. il 9 
gard to the true Intent of Chriſt's Coming me 
and the Nature of that Kingdom he was ſent 
to eſtabliſh: Nay, he himſelf very often up- 
braids them, if not with Hardneſs of Heart, 
with great Dullneſs of Underſtanding: The 
Holy Ghoſt indeed gave them afterwards much ur 
better and brighter Ideas; their Darkneſs an 
Prejudice of Mind, and of Education, um 
away by Degrees: but in the mean time, them co 
was a Diſparity of Sentiment and Difference o 
Practice among them: They could not theres 
fore be, in all they ſaid and did, infallible, 
Truth being ever conformable to Reaſon, and 
confiſtent with itſelf, But all this is 0 gran 
Stain on their Characters: Nothing leſs could 
be expected from ſuch a Sort of Men as the 
Diſciples were, before Jeſus had called them: 
They were, notwithſtanding, great and guy, 
and inſpired Perſons, The Quakers therefore 
need not be aſhamed to give up their Teſti 
mony againſt Self-Defence; their other Prit 
eiples will ſtand with equal Strength and Secu- 
rity as before; and their being miſtaken in or 
Point, will not prove them never to have bee et 
inſpired in others, without proving the ane 
Thing of the Apoftles. To retract an Error of 
long ſtanding, is the ſame Reputation to Soc: 
ties as to private Perſons: I modeſtly offer 
what I have written to the Confideration of all 
bat defire nothing may be received as Truth, 
without the t Hrict and rigid Examination! 
If I am right, let Truth have its Due; it 
wrong, let me be confuted, and lay bold _ the 
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ne Honour. And ſuppoſe, rather than be 


is Piece the Title of y Doubts, rather 


y clear and confirmed Sentiments, would it 


be a mot friendly Undertaking to endea- 
ich bor to e them; and how could fo. fair 


n dort? Some Perſons may be very ſolicitous 
) concur in every little Punctilio of their Syſ- 


ere 

n, but this exact? Uniformity of Opinion has 
ere. t of late been of ſuch Importance with me: 
ble, dition alone I am not willing to follow ; 
and Mcaſon was beſtowed on Man for the h:ghe/# 
rat Wd 1ſt valuable Purpoſes; . Religion cannot 
ud büſt one Moment without her; if Man does 
the Wot walk in /me Degree by her Light, he will 
m: continually perplexed with Doubts and De- 
od ons, or ſettle in a falſe Confidence, or ac- 
fore uieſce to Errors of the moſt filly or pernici- 
ſti. s Tendency ; and ſo be a Stranger to the 


ſevere ſour Spirit of Bigotry will narrow up 


CU 
Hul, and eat out by degrees, as a Cancer, 
een {Wt noble, rational, and truly Chriſtian Spirit 
an Charity, which every Man ought, notwith- 
r of ending a Contrariety of Sentiment, to enter- 


n for his Neighbour. The Reader will 


offer give a Repetition of theſe Leſſons of Charity; 
all, ey deſerve to be often and earneſtly inculcated ; 
ath, d] profeſs myſelf to be a Man of univerſal 
ion: d unbounded Good-will towards my Fellow- 
; Iedtures: And 'tis to me a Matter of in- 
thode Regret and Concern, to behold ſome of 


a d 


emed this People's Oppoſer, I ſhould give - 


| Opportunity be found, as by a Publication of 


be Knowledge of ' himſelf and his Maker: 
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my Countrymen purſuing a Conduct fo q 
mouſly wicked, as to draw upon them the 
Inaignation of the x 1nDEsT or PRINCEE 
Government the beſt conſtituted, the mt 
wiſe, mild, and beneyolent of any State up 
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